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# COMMENTS DATE

1 Blairvadach continues to be a once in a lifetime experience for our children. All aspects of the
week were outstanding. My only issue is that for many of our children, they will not get the
chance to experience this as it is only available once every three years or so. This creates a
real inconstancy of what we as a school, are able to deliver for our young people year on year.

3/12/2024 9:47 AM

2 On the whole, this P7 class are a group of individuals we knew would embrace the experience.
For those we thought might need some encouragement and nurture we saw them flourish.
Three pupils struggled a bit emotionally, but overcame this, and thoroughly enjoyed the
experience.

2/18/2024 12:18 PM

3 I was particularly impressed with how quickly and how well this class got into things at the
centre. They wasted no time complaining or worrying about activities and gave their best to the
tasks with support and encouragement from instructors.

2/5/2024 4:15 PM

4 The learners became more independent and confident from their stay. The instructors expected
the best from them with empathy and reassurance.

12/7/2023 9:46 AM

5 Each instructor encouraged the kids and made them believe in their abilities. The kids are
delighted with their achievements from last week.

11/8/2023 8:41 AM

6 Every child experienced more than one activity they had never experienced before. 9/27/2023 2:37 PM

7 Children all participated to their fullest and developed greater confidence in having a go in
situations.

9/27/2023 8:44 AM

8 Had a fantastic time and would love to go back! 9/11/2023 2:48 PM

9 The personal development the children and young people have worked on over the weekend
was extremely beneficial. This opportunity given to them has opened them to learning valuable
life skills and taught them to appreciate the outdoors.

9/6/2023 11:56 AM

10 During the activities, the individuals helped each other 7/25/2023 8:34 AM
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11 An excellent week with super instructors. Memories to last a life time for our young people! 6/14/2023 1:38 PM

12 This weekend really brought out the very best in our young people. 6/13/2023 9:23 PM

13 All learners were able to achieve their own targets ‘personal best’. Teamwork and life skills
were a great focus within a friendly and nurturing environment.

6/2/2023 5:12 PM

14 Our visit to Blairvadach was a wonderful opportunity for staff to see the children doing new
things in a different environment. All children were engaged in the activities and thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. I think they surpassed their own expectations of what they could achieve
in appropriately challenging settings.

6/2/2023 1:46 PM

15 Instructors were very skilled at encouraging all learners at their individual level of need. All
children were encouraged to reach their full potential without any limitations placed upon them.

5/25/2023 1:55 PM

16 The children felt more confident in trying new things. 5/23/2023 9:54 AM

17 For some of our learners this was the first time they had ever experienced these types of
outdoor learning activities. The school staff were very aware of the positive changes that the
week has made to the group.

5/13/2023 7:46 AM
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# COMMENTS DATE

1 It was a joy to see the children develop resilience, something our young people don't have in
abundance!

2/18/2024 12:18 PM
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2 These children did very well in developing the above skills and came a long way in the course
of the week. Particularly in teamwork.

2/5/2024 4:15 PM

3 The children improved upon their social skills and life skills. All of them have brought these
back to the classroom and their homes.

12/7/2023 9:46 AM

4 The majority of children developed and extended these strands. 9/27/2023 2:37 PM

5 Taking on leadership roles and teamwork was strongly encouraged and I felt the children rose
to the occasion.

9/27/2023 8:44 AM

6 Overall for our group, we have been extremely thankful that the weekend in Blairvadach has
created a bond between our young people and sense of togetherness that is now very apparent
is fantastic. The weekend at Blairvadach has increased the young peoples team working
massively

9/6/2023 11:56 AM

7 think it would be good to see some more aspects of problem solving in the activities - where
they have to work together to find a solution.

9/3/2023 1:43 PM

8 During the activities they encouraged each other, the group was made up of two different year
groups the boys being older, they did help out when encouraged to do so

7/25/2023 8:34 AM

9 Pupils developed their communication skills and teamwork skills in a new capacity 6/14/2023 1:38 PM

10 Some children who are normally quite quiet and can be a bit anxious, really stepped up to the
mark and their confidence soared.

6/13/2023 9:23 PM

11 Children being encouraged to risk take with appropriate boundaries was a greatly beneficial
experience for all.

5/25/2023 1:55 PM

12 A big thank you to the instructors, who from the very first meeting, were responsive to the
needs of our learners and ensured that they all felt a huge sense of achievement and
accomplishment. They quickly established positive and nurturing relationships which built trust
and confidence.

5/13/2023 7:46 AM

13 Not really applicable for us - staff did an excellent job at all times 4/28/2023 12:37 PM
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1 All activities were fabulous! 2/18/2024 12:18 PM

2 The children felt good in themselves with effort they had put into their activities. The felt tired
and hard worked at the end of each day and appreciated that this was a healthy way to feel.

2/5/2024 4:15 PM

3 The pupils gained an appreciation for outdoor learning and activities. The week away improved
their mental and physical health.

12/7/2023 9:46 AM

4 Great to see the children getting outdoors and appreciating what nature has to offer. 9/27/2023 8:44 AM

5 The young people developed a great amount of skills (such as communication, building
friendships, resilience leadership and self confidence skills) over the weekend whilst taking
part in several different activities.

9/6/2023 11:56 AM

6 When chatting to the group after the visit, they indicated that they would love to do it again 7/25/2023 8:34 AM

7 Children took part in a range of activities that they would not experience outwith their time at
Blairvadach

6/14/2023 1:38 PM

8 Great range of activities on offer. 6/13/2023 9:23 PM

9 Through activities offered, children were able to develop outdoor skills (ie, responsible fire
building) which encouraged independence and perseverance. Staff agreed this allowed us to
see a side of the children which exceeded our expectations.

5/25/2023 1:55 PM

10 Again, the instructors were responsive to the group and there was an excellent balance of
support and challenge, particularly with the variety of fitness levels.

5/13/2023 7:46 AM
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1 Our school curriculum is permeated with conservation and environmental efforts, echoed at
Blairvadach.

2/18/2024 12:18 PM

2 The class continue to develop awareness of the above issues and were interested to learn
about them while out and about in the natural environment rather than in a classroom.

2/5/2024 4:15 PM

3 With our topic being Scottish Landscapes, all activities broadened their knowledge of the
natural environment which is on their doorstep. They learned a lot about foraging and the
importance of nature.

12/7/2023 9:46 AM

4 On every activity I joined, each of the three instructors highlighted one or more of these areas
during the sessions.

9/27/2023 2:37 PM

5 Environmental awareness could have been discussed in greater detail. 9/27/2023 8:44 AM

6 The children and young people displayed a curious mindset for the environment and setting
they were in.

9/6/2023 11:56 AM

7 Didn't really discuss this 7/25/2023 8:34 AM

8 Pupils were taught about the environment and appreciation for nature through a range of
activities

6/14/2023 1:38 PM

9 The children enjoyed learning about features of the environment as part of the activities.
Exploring the shoreline and looking for sea creatures under rocks was a particular favourite.

6/2/2023 1:46 PM
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10 All children loved the outdoor experiences offered and were encouraged to explore and be
independent in their surroundings. When children showed a particular interest staff encouraged
this on an individual basis.

5/25/2023 1:55 PM

11 The children enjoyed being outdoors and experiencing a calm and peaceful natural
environment. They learned lots about plants and animals during activities and appreciated the
knowledge of their instructors.

5/13/2023 7:46 AM
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1 It was great to see our pupils engage and increase their desire to learn. 2/18/2024 12:18 PM

2 These children were very keen to learn during their trip and listened well when adults spoke to
them. They asked good questions; displaying good enquiry skills based on their experiences.

2/5/2024 4:15 PM

3 Students had a close bond with their instructors and felt comfortable asking questions about
their learning and teaching their friends what they learned from other groups.

12/7/2023 9:46 AM

4 Children were motivated and ready to learn each day. 9/27/2023 8:44 AM

5 As this was a complete new experience for 3/4 of our children and young people. They were all
extremely motivated and excited to take part in all they activities and challenges that was put
in front of them.

9/6/2023 11:56 AM

6 Both the boys and girls discussed the activities and made decisions based on everyone being
able to participate

7/25/2023 8:34 AM

7 Pupils were engaged in the learning in a new environment and capacity 6/14/2023 1:38 PM

8 The children listened to the instructors and asked appropriate questions to further their
understanding.

6/2/2023 1:46 PM

9 Stuart and Danny were fantastic at inspiring and leading the children. 5/25/2023 1:55 PM

10 Lots of pupils were/are asking more about the world around them. 5/23/2023 9:54 AM

11 The children felt safe and this allowed them to try new things. They were encouraged by centre
and school staff to have a go and to push themselves and have returned home with a great
sense of pride at all they have achieved.

5/13/2023 7:46 AM
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# COMMENTS DATE

1 All staff were excellent. The instructors were second to none and offered a personalised
programme that met the needs of the children and pushed them within and beyond their limits.
Such a skilled and nurturing team.

3/12/2024 9:47 AM

2 All staff were amazing the full weekend! Rooms could do with some updating but liveable for
our short stay. Ronnie was amazing with all the meals provided!

3/8/2024 10:20 AM

3 I honestly can't fault Blairvadach's programme, facilities, equipment and staff. 3/4/2024 4:25 PM

4 Another wonderful visit! Sunnyside love coming to Blairvadach. 2/18/2024 12:18 PM

5 Some showers in the changing rooms did not work properly, some had just a trickle of water.
Some children had returned wet and cold looking forward to warm showers and were
disappointed.
I mentioned this before I left. I understand that while sharing the centre with
another school, a decision was made for girls from the two schools to share one 'wing' with the
boys in the other to save one school thinking they had lesser accommodations than the other
(one being en suite). I really do not think this would be an issue. The children are just so
grateful to be there. It would be more convenient for two groups from one school to be in
adjoining corridors. It is easier for teachers to communicate in an emergency and also easier
to manage bedtime etc. with schools having different viewpoints on bed time/lights out/level of
acceptable noise etc. This is in no way a criticism of the other school. It was a pleasure to
share the centre with the staff and children.

2/5/2024 4:15 PM

6 From start to finish the week at Blairvaddach was well organised and efficient. The activities
were led by pupil voice and linked closely to the curriculum. The port folios were differentiated

12/7/2023 9:46 AM
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for EAL learners. The instructors were inclusive and encouraged the children to try their best
and new things. The outdoor activities were thrilling and pushed the children out of their
comfort zone, developing their confidence and independence. The evening activities were
engaging and educational. The food was amazing and children had tried things they have never
eaten before! The beds were uncomfortable, however the rooms were spotless and all you
required for the amount of time we were in them. Thanks for a great week and a once in a life
time opportunity for these children!

7 All staff were brilliant apart from one incident on last day where pupils were admonished for
swearing in a way that made staff members uncomfortable and made pupils feel like lesser
human beings - it was not appropriate.

11/21/2023 1:26 PM

8 The needs of every child was met over the course of the 5 days and we all really appreciate
and admire the work that was put in from all the staff to accommodate this.

11/8/2023 8:41 AM

9 Blairvadach is an amazing place to be. Every single member of staff made us feel welcome.
The instructors are fantastic. They helped our young people to build confidence, develop a love
for the outdoors, new skills and they encouraged them to overcome challenges as well as
developing teamworking skills, building a growth mindset and more. The catering staff go
above and beyond to make sure everyone is fed to their tastes and the duty instructors made
us feel at home and and put on extra activities in the evening. We can't thank you enough!

11/1/2023 8:59 AM

10 Some children found the portfolio a challenge, with a lot of information given on the first
evening. This may have been because we were there for three nights instead of four. The
option of drawings helped, and the myself and the other staff member offered help when
required.
The quality of teaching and instruction was, as always, second-to-none, with all
instructors so attuned to the abilities and needs of those in their group.

9/27/2023 2:37 PM

11 Room accomodation in the older section of the building could do with a refurb. 9/27/2023 8:44 AM

12 Rooms were very hot which meant for unsafe conditions such as bedroom doors having to be
wedged open to allow air from the fans to circulate.
Portfolio was difficult for some children to
access due to not all children being able to read and write/understand English

9/12/2023 10:03 AM

13 Quality of accommodation on the older side of the building is weak due to the heat.
Blairvadach staff did everything they could to reduce the heat in the corridor, however, it was
still unbearably warm by the evenings. With four Primary 7 boys in the room, it became
uncomfortably warm for them.

9/12/2023 9:59 AM

14 A few children found the portfolios too much of a challenge in the evening and this led to some
issues. It would have been helpful to have a simplified version for some children.

9/11/2023 2:48 PM

15 Overall, the quality of the staff and activities we received was outstanding! We couldn't fault it
one bit. The only complaint we had from the entire weekend was the showers in the downstairs
changing area

9/6/2023 11:56 AM

16 Could not fault the staff - they were incredible.
Rooms too hot in our corridor which made
sleeping difficult for the kids, and some issues with the showers in the changing rooms.

9/3/2023 1:43 PM

17 Didn't do portfolio's, only thing would be fans in the rooms at night, far to warm to sleep in. 7/31/2023 9:33 AM

18 The young people really enjoyed the activities. a few wee niggles with the plastic mattress and
the pool ques. Not sure the first evening activity made much sense to them, they may have
just been exhausted

7/25/2023 8:34 AM

19 This was only a weekend visit so we didn’t get the full experience. 6/20/2023 10:14 PM

20 Well organised and great centre 6/14/2023 1:38 PM

21 The staff were excellent with our young people over the course of the weekend. They were
kind, patient with a good sense of humour thrown in.

6/13/2023 9:23 PM

22 I understand the reason for the portfolio but our pupils can struggle with this & keeping the
format as simple as possible is best.

6/7/2023 9:45 AM

23 Activities were adapted to suit the needs and abilities of the groups. The accommodation could
do with a refresh especially the corridors on the upper floors.

6/2/2023 5:12 PM

24 My experience of the accommodation was excellent, but I am aware that colleagues and
students staying in the accommodation block that has not yet been upgraded hope that this

6/2/2023 1:46 PM
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may be achieved in time for any future visits.

25 All provision was excellent, but our children may have benefited from a continence bin in their
sleeping corridor as the only available one was on the other side of the building. This is not
mentioned for convenience of staff but for the dignity of the children; ie other children's
awareness that they may use pads. Unsure if our food requirements were fully received before
our visit but some children struggled to make food choices from the selection; food quality
very good but some children had very limited diets.

5/25/2023 1:55 PM

26 Food and staff were absolutely amazing. Rooms need some updating. 5/23/2023 9:54 AM

27 The activity programme was excellent and the school staff all commented on the great variety
of learning experiences available. The school usually takes the children away in January, so
the water activities were a particular highlight. All of the equipment was of a high standard and
the laundry and drying facilities were excellent. The Portfolio materials were great, and the
photos that were inserted at the end of the week just made it all that more special - a great
keepsake!
We let the children join the teams meeting, but the video would have been sufficient
for them. Corridors 1 and 2 were very clean, but dated. The camouflage evening activity was
good but for our group could have been chunked down into shorter sessions and school staff
should have been better positioned around the building.
Some of the food choices (e.g.,
biryani, veg pasta, weren't particularly child-friendly). Breakfast and lunch options were great.
The dessert options for the gluten-free folk were less exciting (e.g, on the night the carrot cake
was offered, only fruit and yogurt was available for GF, so they were left out). The Blairvadach
staff were second to none, their kindness and genuine care for the group was evident at all
times. That includes the catering, domestic, admin staff, as well as the instructors and
managers.

5/13/2023 7:46 AM

28 We felt the portfolios required a lot of writing, which some struggled with late in the evening as
they were tired and also some children had literacy difficulties.
We understand the need for
reflection and next steps and goals but it may be more helpful to do in a more active way.

5/10/2023 5:45 PM

29 all staff were excellent at all times. 4/28/2023 12:37 PM
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100.00% 49

0.00% 0

Q7
Were your objectives of the residential met?
Answered: 49
 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 49

# PLEASE INDICATE YOUR OBJECTIVES DATE

1 To challenge the children and grow their resilience when facing new situations. 3/12/2024 9:47 AM

2 Study weekend with experiences of the outdoors. 3/8/2024 10:20 AM

3 For the children to show more resilience when finding things a challenge. 3/4/2024 4:25 PM

4 For children to have new experiences that enabled them to work together and show resilience. 3/4/2024 3:51 PM

5 Absolutely everything within this survey! 2/18/2024 12:18 PM

6 To give children the experience of new and exciting activities learning outdoors, challenging
themselves, showing teamwork and leadership.

2/15/2024 4:25 PM

7 For the children to work together, to be able to rely on each other while building resilience and
learning new skills in preparation for transition to high school in the summer.

2/5/2024 4:15 PM

8 embrace new environments and experiences to prepare for high school transition 1/8/2024 2:32 PM

9 Increased self confidence, improved self esteem, heightened team bonds. 12/6/2023 4:13 PM

10 Confidence building and study time 11/21/2023 1:26 PM

11 To increase the P7's physical activity levels. To develop their independence with regards to
getting themselves organised and ready for the day. To try new challenges/activities that they
don't always have the opportunity to do.

11/21/2023 9:59 AM

12 Class to improve their teamwork abilities as well as communicating with each other.
Lots of
children had their own personal goals which they also met.

11/8/2023 8:41 AM

13 To help our young people see the benefits of physical l activity on their mental wellbeing, to
develop a growth mindset and life skills such as: social, team work, resilience.

11/1/2023 8:59 AM

14 To develop teamworking skills
To show independence
To be resilient 10/27/2023 12:19 PM

15 Developing skills and attitudes for life, learning and work - including resilience, responsibility, 10/23/2023 11:23 AM
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No
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determination and communication.
Expand experiences beyond that of school and home.
Experience a sense of personal achievement and accomplishment

16 Increase team work and communication skills. Build positive relationships between peer
groups.

9/27/2023 9:22 PM

17 To allow our pupils to experience time away from home, stretching themselves and
participating in new, outdoor experiences they would otherwise never access.

9/27/2023 2:37 PM

18 Resilience in being away from home.
Trying out new activities/food.
Developing resilience and
confidence.

9/27/2023 8:44 AM

19 Building team work, relationships and resilience. 9/12/2023 9:59 AM

20 YES!! the young people had an incredibly fantastic weekend at Blairvadach. They pushed
themselves out of their comfort zones and excelled at all activities.

9/6/2023 11:56 AM

21 Improved understanding of the children and their needs. Improved relationships with the
children. Seeing the children in a different context and being able to use that back in the
classroom. Building their self confidence - and self esteem and working on their levels of
independence.

9/3/2023 1:43 PM

22 Blairvadach has been something I have always heard about but never experienced myself until
July 2023. During this week I took 4 (originally 5 but one had to go home) young people out to
Blairvadach to give them an opportunity to do something other than sit on their
phones/computers etc. During the weeks activities I saw 4 yp have the time of their lives,
learning new things and pushing past their comfort zones. Pushing past fears and levels of
anxiety, seeing that their own limiting beliefs were what was holding them back and how they
themselves pushed passed this that they we safe and secure with their fellow peers,
Instructor, and myself. I wish this opportunity could be wider spread for the yp of Glasgow and
surrounding areas, watching them kayaking, jumping into rock pools, tree climbing etc, just
showed them they types of activities they themselves could pursue at a later stage in life.

7/31/2023 9:33 AM

23 My objective was to get a few of the kids out of the city for a while, the young people who took
part really appreciated the trip

7/25/2023 8:34 AM

24 To experience outdoor activities that we can’t deliver in school. 6/20/2023 10:14 PM

25 A weekend full of fun and challenge. 6/13/2023 9:23 PM

26 To ensure all children benefitted from new experiences away from home. To help children
develop social skills and build a wider social circle

6/10/2023 9:34 AM

27 For me, the aim of the trip was to broader the pupils' horizons and give them a valuable,
engaging learning experience beyond the classroom that challenges them, helps them develop
their confidence, self esteem, self awareness, fitness & movement skills and communication
skills. The trip exceeded these expectations.

6/7/2023 9:45 AM

28 Social development, experience of outdoor learning in a more appropriate environment than we
have in our local community

6/2/2023 5:12 PM

29 Our objectives were for the children to enjoy new experiences and be more independent,
challenge themselves in new settings and develop their social skills by engaging with new
adults and peers.

6/2/2023 1:46 PM

30 For the children to learn new life skills. 6/2/2023 7:48 AM

31 Yes they were fully met. Our learners do not always have the opportunity to take part in
outdoor experiences, particularly in risky play. It was a fantastic experience for them and
allowed them to build their confidence and independence in opportunities they otherwise might
not get otherwise. Through this freedom the children could show new parts of them selves and
developed their confidence for moving to high school.

5/25/2023 1:55 PM

32 Perseverance, teamwork and challenging the pupils to build confidence in themselves. 5/23/2023 9:54 AM

33 To try new outdoor learning activities.
To feel success and accomplishment.
To experience the
excitement of a residential visit.
To improve personal and social skills.

5/13/2023 7:46 AM

34 Children's confidence and resilience improved
Children developed independence skills
Children
enjoyed a new and varied range of activities and challenges

5/10/2023 5:45 PM



Blairvadach Outdoor Education Centre Residential Evaluation

28 / 36

35 To ensure that pupils had a positive experience at the centre - which they did 4/28/2023 12:37 PM
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Q8
Please state any strengths in the course programme that your group
undertook.

Answered: 41
 Skipped: 8

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Relationships developed between the instructors and pupils. Quality of instruction.
Flexibility of
approach.

3/12/2024 9:47 AM

2 All staff were absolutely incredible. The centre was clean, food was excellent and everyone
was super friendly. Pupils thoroughly enjoyed all interactions with all instructors. Great range of
activity options. All equipment was clean and plenty for all pupils. Experiences they may never
have had! Plenty of room for revision sessions in different areas. Pupils enjoyed having the
games/TV room for downtime.

3/8/2024 10:20 AM

3 Amazing instruction for activities which proved completely new and challenging to the pupils. 3/4/2024 4:25 PM

4 The instructors differentiated the activities appropriately to meet the needs of the learners
within the group.
The children developed resilience throughout the week and showed an
increased level of confidence.

3/4/2024 3:51 PM

5 Simply being outdoors and working together. 2/18/2024 12:18 PM

6 The instructors made the experience what it was for the children. They ensured the children
got the very most from the week and that achievements and successes were celebrated.

2/5/2024 4:15 PM

7 I liked that the same instructor stayed with the group all week. That helped to build confidence
and leadership.

1/8/2024 2:32 PM

8 All of the staff at Blairvadach were extremely helpful and confident in their areas of expertise.
This meant that each activity the child participated in was enriched with plentiful learning
opportunities for children across multiple curricular areas, as well as life skills. All of the
instructors took the time to build positive relationships with each child to ensure they felt
comfortable in their new surroundings.

12/23/2023 10:31 PM

9 Staff expertise 12/6/2023 4:13 PM

10 Flexible to allow maximum study time and activities 11/21/2023 1:26 PM

11 Instructors were great, so knowledgeable and always considered the pupils voices. Centre
staff were always on hand to help and offer support when required. Portfolios were a useful tool
to help them develop self-reflection.

11/21/2023 9:59 AM

12 Lots crammed in to a short amount of time! 11/21/2023 9:23 AM

13 All the instructors and all the wider staff were excellent with the children.
The activities were all
challenging for the kids,
The food was excellent.
The class loved Aileen's lesson on the
constolations.

11/8/2023 8:41 AM

14 The children had a great time and are still talking about all the new activities they tried, how
they overcame any fears they initially had and how they helped each other throughout their
visit at Blairvadach. The instructors had a huge part to play in this and were great at building
the children's confidence and helping them overcome any fears and worries they had about
trying out the new activities. There were 2 new pupils that had joined the class just before the
visit and it really helped them to form friendships and feel a part of the class.

11/1/2023 2:52 PM

15 The instructors. Their knowledge, encouragement, calm and encouraging approach. How
welcome we felt at the centre and the care of the duty instructors and catering staff.

11/1/2023 8:59 AM

16 Our programme was adapted to suit the particular needs of our group. There was an
appropriate level of challenge for our pupils and the instructors were skilled in meeting the
needs of all. We had a fantastic three days at Blairvadach and hope to return next year. Thank
you to Andy S and Katie for all their hard work and patience!

10/27/2023 12:19 PM
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17 Variety of activities and experiences, all of which met our objectives
Relationships built with
instructors in order to support and challenge
Staff went above and beyond to make us
welcome and ensure we were well looked after

10/23/2023 11:23 AM

18 The positive attitude of staff and their encouragement of children leading to them pushing their
boundaries and achieving.

9/27/2023 9:22 PM

19 All of the instructors say they will never force anyone to do anythng but they are very
persuasive. Threy have that balance perfect: there were many instances where children were
pushed that bit further when they could easily, as I have experienced during other residential
trips, have just stopped, or not even attempted.

9/27/2023 2:37 PM

20 Gorge walking
Health and safety
Risk taking 9/27/2023 8:44 AM

21 Great variety of outdoor opportunities provided. Very enthusiastic instructors with a brilliant
attitude towards the children

9/12/2023 10:03 AM

22 The instructors are fantastic. As a teacher who organises and regularly attends Blairvadach, I
do so with peace of mind that the children will encounter a rich variety of experiences, in a
safe and well organised way.
The children are pushed to challenge themselves while being
supported when feeling anxious or nervous about an activity.
In terms of looking after the
school staff who attend, it is beneficial that the staff are not included in the activity group
ratios (not always the case in other centres). The staff who volunteer to attend Blairvadach are
happy to accompany groups for the majority of activities but they also appreciate when they
can stay on site with groups (especially if they have been up several times during the evening
with children in their corridor who may be homesick and unsettled). Again, this is only possible
due to the highly qualified instructors who are part of the Blairvadach team.

9/12/2023 9:59 AM

23 Perseverance and responsibility 9/11/2023 2:48 PM

24 Our group as a whole worked a lot on their teamwork skills. They were all good at working
together for short periods of times. During the time at Blairvadach the group worked further on
these skills. However, Certain indiviuals managed to work more on leadership skills within
teamworking.

9/6/2023 11:56 AM

25 Lots of varied activities - something for everyone.
Time to reflect at the end of each day.
Trust
built up with same instructors over the week.

9/3/2023 1:43 PM

26 The fact that the groups could decide the activities they wanted to do at the start of the week.
The evening activities kept them entertained and active.

8/16/2023 8:44 PM

27 Please see answer 7. 7/31/2023 9:33 AM

28 The activities are well thought out and great fun 7/25/2023 8:34 AM

29 There was a variety of activities on offer. 6/20/2023 10:14 PM

30 Excellent team work displayed 6/14/2023 1:38 PM

31 Almost all activities were on site or within a short travelling distance. 6/13/2023 9:23 PM

32 Our instructor, Stewart, was brilliant with our group. He is incredibly knowledgeable and his
enthusiasm was infectious. He was so patient with our group who could be quite challenging at
times. He planned activities that were appropriate for our group and got them out of their
comfort zone just enough. Stewart was a fantastic teacher and not only did the kids learn alot
from him, I did too. I have also had teachers back at school comment on the positive changes
they've seen in pupils on their return to school.

6/7/2023 9:45 AM

33 The focus was on what each child could accomplish individually and what the group could do
to support each other.

6/2/2023 5:12 PM

34 Our group took part in:
orienteering, rope course, gorge walking, climbing (totem pole and tree),
and canoeing.
All activities were extremely well organised with excellent health and safety
management. The children (and staff!) had a fantastic time!

6/2/2023 1:46 PM

35 Great teamwork and bonding. 6/2/2023 7:48 AM

36 - Quality of instructors - fabulous - great with the kids, understanding of their needs and
tailored activities to individuals. Went above and beyond - ie, sitting with the kids at lunch. -

5/25/2023 1:55 PM
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Experiences offered were fun, engaging and appropriate to the individuals. All the experiences
provided supported and challenged the children at appropriate levels. Very inclusive attitude.

37 Staff are knowledgeable and the activities were pitched very well in most cases. It was good
for the pupils to reflect on each day and their achievements. A lot of our pupils would not be
able to access these sorts of activities and this visit has enabled them to experience so much
more.

5/23/2023 9:54 AM

38 Appropriateness and range of learning experiences.
Quality of instructors. 5/18/2023 9:03 AM

39 The variety of outdoor activities, particularly those that were water-based.
The experience and
commitment of the staff team to ensure our learners had such a fun and memorable week.
High quality and clean equipment.
The quick establishment of routines (e.g., for drying
equipment, showering, etc).

5/13/2023 7:46 AM

40 All staff, particularly instructors were excellent with the children. They knew them well and
developed very positive, nurturing and supportive relationships early, which helped the children
overcome challenges they faced. The centre has wonderful resources so children had high
quality equipment and clothing to use. The laundry was also fantastic!
The activities were
varied and could be tailored to meet the needs of the children in each group. The staff cared
for the needs of all children and staff - ensuring everyone was safe and looked after and had a
fantastic time- thank you very much!

5/10/2023 5:45 PM

41 All staff were very understanding of the needs and characteristics of the pupils 4/28/2023 12:37 PM
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Q9
Please state any weaknesses in the course programme that your
group undertook.

Answered: 34
 Skipped: 15

# RESPONSES DATE

1 None 3/12/2024 9:47 AM

2 Rooms are a bit dated. As GCC are moving towards being fully digital in the classroom, is
there possibility of the projectors having AppleTV to connect iPads as that is what is
predominantly used in class.

3/8/2024 10:20 AM

3 None 3/4/2024 4:25 PM

4 n/a 3/4/2024 3:51 PM

5 None 2/18/2024 12:18 PM

6 I would've preferred to have known the programme in advance consistently across all the
groups so we, as staff, could arrange ourselves most effectively and were adequately prepared
for the day.

1/8/2024 2:32 PM

7 Perhaps the structuring of the evening activities could be reviewed. Allowing the children to
have supper before their evening activity would be better suited for the children.

12/23/2023 10:31 PM

8 N/A 12/6/2023 4:13 PM

9 Two full days and all the activities was almost too much, they were exhausted by Sunday
afternoon.

11/21/2023 1:26 PM

10 N/A 11/21/2023 9:59 AM

11 The children would have liked longer on the activities but this wasn't possible due to their time
constraints. Maybe an outdoor activity both evenings as Friday night felt quite long.

11/21/2023 9:23 AM

12 N/A 11/8/2023 8:41 AM

13 None. Well, the beds are pretty uncomfortable. 11/1/2023 8:59 AM

14 None 10/27/2023 12:19 PM

15 None 10/23/2023 11:23 AM

16 None 9/27/2023 9:22 PM

17 N/A 9/27/2023 8:44 AM

18 Portfolio could be updated to be accessible for all learners 9/12/2023 10:03 AM

19 None 9/12/2023 9:59 AM

20 3/4 of our young people came to Blairvadach with confidence issues (1/4 of them with severe
confidence issues) These young people overcome that with the help from the fantastic staff at
Blairvacach and the other young people in their group cheering them along in the activities.

9/6/2023 11:56 AM

21 More problem solving, working together to achieve a task would have been beneficial for this
particular group.

9/3/2023 1:43 PM

22 None 8/16/2023 8:44 PM

23 N/A 7/31/2023 9:33 AM

24 Some of the kids wanted to do activities that others couldn't do for instance mountain biking (
one couldn't ride a bike) however not sure how to get around this

7/25/2023 8:34 AM

25 N/A 6/20/2023 10:14 PM
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26 N/A 6/14/2023 1:38 PM

27 None 6/13/2023 9:23 PM

28 I can't think of anything. The programme was really well thought out and met the needs of our
pupils. They thoroughly enjoyed themselves as did I.

6/7/2023 9:45 AM

29 None. 6/2/2023 5:12 PM

30 No weaknesses. 6/2/2023 1:46 PM

31 Orienteering went on for a little too long. the children were bored after 20 minutes. 6/2/2023 7:48 AM

32 N/A 5/25/2023 1:55 PM

33 None. 5/13/2023 7:46 AM

34 No weaknesses, only comment regarding portfolios mentioned above. 5/10/2023 5:45 PM


